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Homework Policy 

 

Our school aim is for children to be fulfilled in their junior school stage of development 

by providing a curriculum rich in relevant experiences and activities. The purpose of 

homework is to develop a love of learning and the skills to learn, it is not solely practice 

or preparation for tests or secondary school.  There has to be a balance between the 

two.  Homework is set for children to do and the role of parents or carers is to 

encourage them to do it or make a reasonable attempt.  Homework is not set for 

parents or carers to do and children to watch and help them.  Teachers can use 

homework task to help gauge the consolidation of ideas and ability to work 

independently.  It follows that too much 'support' will distort teacher assessment.  

 

Homework (in addition to that listed below) will be given on a needs basis in accordance 

with a child’s progress. It should take around 15 minutes for a Lower Junior child and 
around 30 minutes in the Uppers.  For children in Yr6, these times will be increased as 

the children approach the KS2 Tests. These guidance times are per week and not per 

day. Since all children are different, these times are simply a guide.  For some children 

these times may be too long.  Able children may wish to spend longer but this must be 

monitored carefully by parents or carers to ensure it meets the school's Homework 

Policy aims (see above). 

 

As children develop and mature, we encourage them to take more responsibility for 

their own learning.  This can be supported by parents and carers in a number of ways: 

 

Pencil case 

All children should have a pencil case with a pencil, sharpener, ruler and an eraser.  As 

their mathematical skills develop, a protractor and pair of compasses are also useful.  

Colouring pencils are also useful but felt-tipped pens are not needed as they soak into 

exercise book paper and show through on the opposite side of the page.  Finally, a 

calculator helps quickly check answers and gives more scope for developing 

mathematical skills.  It should be noted that the Government stipulate that calculators 

cannot be used in the National Key Stage 2 Tests. All of this equipment is provided by 

the school to use at school.  However, if the aim of lifelong learning is to be achieved, 

then these things are vital to have access to at home.  The school will advise on the use 

of ‘ink pens’ once the child is ready to use a pen.  When children have mastered the use 

of our cursive style, they will receive their ‘Pen Letter’ and their first ‘ink pen’. These are 
pecially designed for children and replacement pen can be purchased from reception for 

£1.  Golden pens (fountain pen) are periodically awarded to children who can produce a 

higher level of hand-writing. 

 

Daily reading 

The children should bring either fiction or non-fiction books home to read. Both types of 

books are available to them in school. Often non-fiction books will be above the reading 

level of your child but they will have selected the book because of its high interest value 

or its illustrations. In addition, children on reading scheme books may also have a 

picture book. We would like you to share any of these books with your child on a daily 

basis. Although regular practice of reading aloud is definitely encouraged, it is also 
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acknowledged, that as the child becomes a more confident reader, it will not be 

necessary to hear them read aloud all of the time. An important next step is for the child 

to be able to read for themselves and enjoy stories. Some parents and carers requiring 

extra help and assistance in supporting their child with homework, will be offered the 

support of the school.  We can offer help with adult literacy. Similarly, a member of staff 

may read a story if the extended opening hours of the school library operate. We would 

also encourage all parents and carers to continue to read aloud to their child. Research 

shows that there is a real benefit to reluctant reads, particularly boys, if a male role 

model (dad, step-dad, uncle, older brother or family friend) reads stories to children. 

 

Daily times tables and mathematics games 

We ask parents to spend ten minutes each evening helping their children to learn their 

tables. They can also play a mathematics game chosen by their child from the school. 

The game should be played for 15-30 minutes and only for longer if especially enjoyable 

for all.  Specific games may be available on request from your child’s class teacher or 

from the school’s website Home → For Parents → Useful websites → KS2 Bitesize: 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/ 

 

Spelling 

We believe that children gain little from weekly lists of words to learn to spell.  Success 

come from using words in context and the rules (and they are complex) that govern 

their use in the English language - grammar. The school website contains list of high 

frequency words that are expected to be known by specific times.  Similarly, there is 

information about how and why spelling is taught and how parents and carers can 

support their child from the school’s website Home → For Parents → Useful websites → 
KS2 Bitesize: 

 

http://www.guillemont.org.uk/For-Parents/Spellings 

  

For competent spellers, the use of a thesaurus is recommended at home; while for 

children still developing their spelling skills, access to a junior dictionary is very helpful.  

We believe, for most children, that spelling follows reading - the more a child reads, the 

better their spelling.  

 

Priorities 

If the class teacher feels that a child has not made sufficient effort to complete their 

classwork in the lesson, then they will call home and ask parents and carers to support 

their child to complete the particular outstanding task at home.  This rarely happens but 

should be priority if the teacher calls home. 

 

Much of the curriculum is based on a thematic approach via 'Project-based Work'.  

Teachers will usually set homework based on a particular aspect of topic work, including 

English and/or mathematics.  Spelling practise can be made relevant to all topic work. 

Topic homework will usually be a short project based over the duration of the topic.  

These homework projects will displayed on the school’s website.  As the children move 

through the school the emphasis of homework will shift.  By Yr6 the focus will be mental 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/
http://www.guillemont.org.uk/For-Parents/Spellings
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mathematics (arithmetic), mathematical reasoning, reading comprehension and 

grammar, punctuation and spelling.  All children will be given additional resources to 

facilitate this and parents and carers will also be informed as to the support they can 

give. The focus of the homework will now be the Key Stage 2 Tests and the preparation 

that will ensure all children achieve levels that reflect their potential and give them the 

best possible start at secondary school. 

 

Times tables are most effective if children not only learn them by rote but also 

understand they give access to many other number skills.  For example, five times six is 

thirty by rote, but we also know that thirty divided by (shared by) six is five and thirty 

divided by five is six.  These are called maths sentences/multiplication bonds and are 

vital for mastering the concepts of 'number'. 


