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Intent: 

At Guillemont Junior School we encourage children to think together and share ideas, thoughts and questions about “Big Ideas” that 
help other people see what you think and allow them to build on those ideas. Through Philosophy for Children (P4C), we highlight the 

importance of having your own thoughts and develop the children’s understanding that not everyone will share or agree with these 
thoughts. The discussions that occur in Philosophy for Children will allow children to understand that they are allowed to form an 

opinion, share it with others, reflect upon it and have the right to change their own opinions when learning from each other in a 

supportive, safe environment. Questioning beliefs and thoughts is a cornerstone of children showing curiosity about the world 

around them. P4C allows the children to have an opportunity to explore deeper thoughts, opinions and beliefs through a series of key 

concepts within each lesson. At Guillemont Junior School, we guide children to be Critical Thinkers who question, seek meaning, 

evaluate and provide reasons before making judgements. Creative Thinkers will be able to connect understanding of experience, 

providing comparisons and making links to concepts. We also encourage children to be Collaborative Thinkers who respond diligently 

and supportively through building on each other’s ideas in order to shape common understandings and purposes. Finally, we inspire 
children to be Caring Thinkers who listen and concentrate while valuing and respecting the opinions of others.  

 

Impact: 

At Guillemont Junior School we teach P4C on a bi-weekly basis consisting of a 45 minute lesson. However, links are made during 

other lessons and P4C has cross-curricular links and occurs as part of Project lessons. Children do apply the conversational and 

debate skills learned and developed in P4C lessons across the curriculum allowing them to express their point of view clearly and 

have a better understanding of how these opinions are informed. The children at Guillemont Junior School are developing their 

understanding of the concepts of right and wrong, logic, fairness, justice and power and hope. Through exploration of these concepts 

and the sharing of experiences,  

 

 

 

 

Implementation: 

At Guillemont Junior School, the Philosophy for Children curriculum consists of a stepped approach to allow children to explore key 

concepts.  

 

A mental warm up is a key part within each session, allowing children to enter a headspace that allows them to questions, think and 

form opinions on topics. Within each session, the children will be presented with a stimulus to initiate a reaction, opinion or initial 

thought linked to multiple concepts, which are then narrowed down following “Thinking time”. This thinking time allows children to 

formulate and consolidate their thoughts in response to the stimulus in a reflective manner.  

Following this reflective time, children are encouraged to form philosophical questions – a question that is relevant to all, regardless 

of their background, that has multiple responses and provides opportunity for debate.  These questions are then aired in a safe 

environment and are voted on by the whole group showing democracy, considering a variety of voting systems, which display and 

promote anonymity and fairness.   

Once a question has been voted upon, the authors of the question share their initial thoughts, ideas and opinions, explaining their 

thinking behind the question.  It is at this point, the facilitator will invite the group to discuss and share their initial viewpoints and 

ask any questions of the authors that provide additional understanding and reasoning.  Discussion of the question then follows to 

process the information they have received allowing the children to build on their initial opinions and thoughts, reflect then form a 

final thought.  

When presenting their final thoughts, children are encouraged to reflect on the journey of their thoughts within the process and 


