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18th December 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

In my last letter to parents and carers in July the school was preparing for the September return of all 
children to the classroom. Although operating under constraints dictated by the pandemic and 
Government advice and guidance, the school staff has worked hard this term to ensure the children were 
on track to catch up on the teaching and learning they had missed in the summer.  

It has been very stressful for everyone in the school and we are grateful for your support in ensuring the 
school remained safe and open and for helping pupil attendance levels to be maintained at a 
commendably high level. The only set back was the need to send the Year 5 bubble (staff and children) 
home to self-isolate. However, ‘online classrooms’ were quickly set up - well within time required by 
government guidelines - and the staff continued working from home supporting the learning and 
maintaining contact with the children. We are again grateful to Farnborough Lions who stepped in to 
supply computers for those children who would have otherwise not been able to engage online. 

Governors have been discouraged from going into schools by government and governor representative 
bodies, advice to which we have adhered. The governing body has continued to meet on a regular basis 
to perform their statutory and strategic duties via Zoom where we receive reports and are able to ask 
questions of school leaders. This has worked fairly well although we miss seeing and meeting face to 
face with staff, children - and with each other! We have been impressed by the progress of the ‘recovery 
plan’ for all children to catch up, particularly as this is being achieved whilst, albeit with some 
unavoidable adjustments, providing a full curriculum.  

The staff have really stepped up to meet the challenges posed to them and I am sure you also appreciate 
their dedication and commitment.  

Our Deputy Headteacher, Paul Shakespeare leaves us at the end of this term to take up his new post as 
Headteacher of Manor Field Junior School. He has been at Guillemont for six years and in that time has 
shown an unsurpassed dedication and commitment to the education and well-being of our children. Over 
the past year he has also been Acting Headteacher at Pinewood Infant school where he has overseen a 
transformation in that school’s fortunes. We are sorry to see him go, he will be missed but we are 
delighted for him - it is a well-deserved promotion. We wish him every success in his future career.   

Finally, enjoy Christmas and may you all have a prosperous and healthy 2021.  

Take good care of yourselves and your families, 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Clive Norris 

Chair of Governors 
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