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 I hope you have managed to have a meaningful Christmas despite the restrictions. I wish you a 

Happy New Year. 

 School has been closed to children today for staff training and re-opens for all pupils tomorrow as 

planned. The usual Covid-19 timings continue to apply. 

 We have initiated additional measures now that Hampshire has been placed in Tier 4. Government 

guidance will continue to be followed. 

 I appreciate that there is much talk/discussion as a result of social media and television news and 

that it is difficult to get accurate information. However, I have to make judgements based on the 

information I receive from Government and the Local Authority. Currently, the Government have 

stated that primary schools are safe to open. It is not an issue whether I believe them or not or 

what advice others may offer. I remind you that while we all have concerns as staff, all the staff, 

the Governors and the Local Authority believe that the school’s risk assessment is robust and fit 

for purpose. The school will open tomorrow and all the teachers and support staff will focus on 

teaching your children. 

 Since the school will operate as usual during the pandemic, work will only be set for children self-

isolating as required under the current advice from the NHS. If a child is too ill to attend school, 

work is not set unless there are special medical reasons. Unfortunately, choosing to keep your 

children at home is not a valid reason for the class teacher to set work. I need the teachers to focus 

on the children in school and the few that are known to be self-isolating. Headteachers have also 

been advised that choosing to keep your child off school may result in a fine. 

 If we are to keep the school free of the virus, the whole of our school community needs to do its 

bit. So, a few reminders please: 

o No parents/carers/childminders to enter the site in the morning. Children should be dropped 

off at the gate. I ask all adults involved with this to keep socially distanced, avoid talking to other 

adults and to leave the vicinity of the school as quickly as possible. 

o When collecting children at the end of the day, please arrive on time, particularly if you have to 

collect children from Yr3 and Yr5 at 3.10pm. 

o When waiting on the playgrounds, please keep at least 2m apart and leave the site quickly and 

without socially mixing with other adults 

o One adult only please to collect children. Please try to avoid using secondary school children to 

collect siblings/friends. If this has to happen, then they need to wear a face covering all of the 

time they are on the site. 

o The one way system for the large playground must be followed. 

 PE kits, outside coats are needed. 

 Lunchtime arrangements remain the same. Please try to pay online if at all possible. 

 If you need to talk to the class teacher, please call the office and ask for an appointment. 

 During the current T4 situations we are not allowing visitors into the school – except for essential 

maintenance. Please call the office rather than coming to reception if at all possible. 

 As I write I note that Scotland have decided to close all schools and the Prime Minister will address 

the nation at 8pm this evening. Therefore, I may need to write to you again tomorrow. 

Best wishes 

Denis Foster (Headteacher) 

 


