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 I have met with the cohort leaders today to discuss the first full day of using Google Classrooms. 

They have asked that I share the following in no particular order: 

o Registration is an opportunity to catch-up with classmates and the teacher/LSA in real time. It 

will last no more than 20 minutes. 

o Work is available from 9am daily on Google Classrooms so please do not wait until 9.45am to 

login. 

o All year groups have different needs and are studying different areas of the curriculum. There 

are also different numbers of children in school. Please do not expect each year group to be 

organised in the same way as other year groups. 

o It is not possible to do instant marking of work. Teachers usually do this after school has finished. 

o Teachers and LSAs are usually online from 9am to 12pm and from 1pm to 3pm. 

o Time to reply to questions has been an issue so please be patient. This will improve as time 

passes. More efficient ways of responding will be implemented tomorrow. 

o Lessons are pre-prepared; there is currently no capacity to have live teaching. 

o Please post questions that are subject specific in the ‘stream’ as this will help staff respond more 

quickly. 

o Marking work will not follow the marking policy while the school is in lockdown – it will be less 

detailed than usual. Children at home will have priority. 

o An intervention timetable is currently being compiled within the limits of what we can deliver. 

Some interventions will start tomorrow and others will follow next week. 

o There will be extra work available next week for those that require it. 

 I use the Gov.UK website to check Government statements rather than any news feed. I find that 

news feeds tend to report opinion rather than facts; information issued by the Government. 

Currently, there is no update about how the Government will provide funding/vouchers for 

children eligible for free school meals. I appreciate that this may be causing hardship for some 

families. At this stage, all I can do is try to help by asking anyone in this position to contact me 

directly. Please email school and ask for me to call you. A reminder that I can issue food bank 

vouchers. 

 Laptops. There have been statements from the Government about the issue of 500,000 laptops to 

vulnerable children. The latest information I have is that secondary school pupils are being 

prioritised, the link to order laptops for primary school children will follow soon. There is no 

indication what ‘soon’ means. I am also asking Farnborough Lions to help, but there is high demand 

on their resources. 

 Please be mindful when collecting your child from the school office at the end of the day and follow 

the one-way system. The side car park is used for taxis and disabled drivers so please be careful. 

 And finally, we have had 82 children in school today. Yr4 is almost a full class (30). If we exceed 30 

children we need to find another teacher and split the class. There are three Yr4 teachers and if 

two are needed to teach children in school this will impact on those children at home. There is no 

easy solution. All I can ask is that you help by having children at home if at all possible. Please note 

that the construction industry is no longer on the Government list of critical worker. 

Best wishes 

Denis Foster (Headteacher) 

 


