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 All the staff would like the children to have logged in to Google Classrooms by 9am; all 

dressed (no PJs), teeth cleaned and breakfasted ready to go (not under the duvet).  

 Following today’s cohort leaders meeting, they have asked me to share the following in no 

particular order: 

o Yr6 registration will now be at 9am and not 9.45am. 

o Children not to be gaming during school times please. 

o Class ZI and KT 9am registration from Monday. 

o Work is being marked but not all children realise they need to re-open their submitted 

work. To make it easier, the children’s Gmails have been activated – there will be a 

notification for them when work is marked. Alternatively, the Google Classroom App 

can be used to give notifications. It can be downloaded from either the Apple App Store 

or the Google Play Store depending on the device. 

o All of the schools worksheets are produced using Word. It takes time to convert them 

to Google Docs. This has caused some issues, but all staff are aiming to only use Google 

Doc asap. 

o It’s really important that children watch all of the videos set by their teachers before 

attempting the tasks. The videos can be played as many times as necessary to help 

understanding. For example during the first week of lockdown – a 10 minute video for 

Yr6, about the day’s mathematics problems, was watched by only 14/70 children at 

home.  The average time spent watching the video was 2 minutes and 37 seconds. The 

teachers get this type of feedback. This week, things in Yr6 have much improved and 

the team have been really pleased with the children’s outcomes. 
 The remote learning work is reviewed every week and changes made when necessary. 

Work is also differentiated and should stretch the more able and reduce the learning load 

on children that need less demanding activities. If this is not the case, please contact the 

class teacher.  

 I arranged Zoom meetings for parents and carers of Yr3 children this week. It was good to 

have feedback and answer questions. I will set-up meetings for other year groups next 

week. Invites will be sent via email. 

 There will always be issues with remote learning, it’s new to most of us. I appreciate that 
it is frustrating when things go wrong or your child is struggling. It is not helpful to use the 

live stream or class feed to vent frustrations. Staff are having to teach children in school 

and manage their classes using the remote learning platform at the same time. The over-

whelming majority of comments are very positive and the staff have asked me to say thank 

you and that they appreciate what you say.  

 Adult volunteers are required to act as marshals, car park attendants etc. for the ‘local’ 
vaccination centres at Southwood Centre and the Prince Hall in Aldershot. If you can help, 

please call or email the school for more details. 

 Farnborough Library are offering an online loan system. Mrs Compton (Governor) has 

kindly offered to collect and return library books to and from the school – you order the 

library book online and Mrs Compton will deliver it to school for collection. Your child reads 

the books, returns them to school and Mrs Compton will take them back to the library. 
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 Please remember to send your child into school with their PE kit on a Monday and take 

home on a Friday for washing.  

 Mrs Krailing (School Librarian) has asked me to bring to your attention this year’s Public 
Libraries’ Winter Reading Challenge. Children can join using the following link: 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library 

It kicked off on the 11th January 2021 and runs for six weeks. Children can read or listen to 

four books to complete the challenge. 

 Attached to the newsletter is a pdf document produced by the Local Authority. It is a 

helpful reminder about expectations we should all have regarding remote learning. 

 Please watch the next short video from Mrs Waters – Power of Words 

Things to remember this week:  

o It’s never too late or too early in life to learn new words. 

o We can see a word every day but not always really know what it means – it’s always 
worth checking what you think might be obvious. 

o Words on road signs are there to keep you safe and give us information – the more 

words people know, the better their chances of understanding them. 

o Children’s Video Link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lhbFaN3DzJg  

o Adult’s Video Link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68gd06Nmg3M  

 Thank you for your support this week, all the staff appreciate it. 

 

Best wishes 

Denis Foster (Headteacher) 
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