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 Today we had a positive test result reported for a member of the Yr5 Bubble. This meant 

that 14 children and 3 teachers are now self-isolating for 10 days and are due back in school 

on Monday 1st February 2021. I stress that no one has or is displaying symptoms. The action 

taken follows the advice issued by the DfE for schools. Siblings of those children self-

isolating can continue to attend school if they currently do, because their parents are 

critical workers or the child is vulnerable. I have written to all parents and carers of those 

children in the Yr5 bubble and sent an information email to all parents and carers of Yr5 

children.  

 I have completed the Zoom meetings with parents and carers from all of the mainstream 

classes. It was pleasing to receive very positive comments from the vast majority of those 

that joined the meetings. I have shared your feedback with the cohort leaders and know 

that changes have been made in response to your comments. All the staff appreciated your 

supportive comments. I intend to repeat the Zoom meetings in a few weeks’ time. 
 An issue about marking was raised. Teachers do try and want to write positive comments. 

The main issue to date is that children are not watching the input videos before they 

attempt to answer questions. This week, Yr6 mathematics illustrates the point. Only 19 out 

of 65 children watched the video. This resulted in a lot children being asked to repeat the 

work/not doing as well as expected on the topic of perimeter. It’s a similar picture in Yr4 
and Yr5. Please help the teachers by insisting your children watch the prepared videos. It’s 
analogous to your child sitting in a lesson, not listening to the teacher and then saying “I 
can’t do it.” or “I don’t know what to do.” There have been similar issues with English 

where the teacher input makes the expectations clear. Children not watching the input 

videos then are disappointed with the comments from their teachers.  

 Teachers are happy for parents or carers to drop into Google Meets to ask questions about 

the work. Please remember that this is not the forum to have longer conversations about 

difficulties. Please call or email the school and the teacher will call you back asap. 

 Please watch, enjoy and talk about the next short video from Mrs Waters (Power of Words) 

Things to remember this week:  

o If someone says a word that you don’t understand, always question what it means or 

find out later 

o Even misunderstanding one word can make for a whole lifetime of confusion 

o Songs are often on repeat for months so they’re a great place to start learning new 
words – the more words people know, the better their chances of understanding what 

someone is talking about in a song or in real life 

o WARNING: Not all lyrics are appropriate for children so be a little bit careful!   

Children’s Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hw6fXJarK_k 

 Adult’s Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XysdKL6kSEA 

 
Best wishes 

Denis Foster (Headteacher) 
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