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5th February 2021 

  

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

I write on behalf of the Governing Body.  The beginning of term already seems a long time ago - it was 

certainly not quite the start we anticipated!  

It was remarkable how quickly the school was up and running with remote learning and in-school 

learning for vulnerable children and children of key workers. All the staff, senior leaders, teachers, 

learning support assistants, admin and lunchtime staff came together brilliantly to meet the needs of 

the children. The planning, preparation of work, teaching videos, marking and providing feedback are 

highly time consuming and it makes such a difference for the children to see their peers and their 

teachers and support staff.  The staff have and continue to put hours into setting up and maintaining 

initiatives to minimise the impact of the closure.  

In addition, the school has gone to great lengths to ensure families received their entitlements for 

food or vouchers and that everyone had the capability for online learning - connectivity and 

computers. We are very grateful to Farnborough Lions who have provided 44 refurbished fully 

supported computers and this was supplemented by the school’s loan of 35 Chromebooks to families.  

Every family has to deal with its own individual concerns and anxieties, you have to balance conflicting 

priorities - family, work and schooling. The staff are well aware of the challenges that have to be faced 

every day - after all they have families of their own. If you need advice or have concerns the school is 

here to assist you. However, as far as you can, please follow the guidance from the teachers, it helps 

them and in doing so you are helping your children.  

It is a very stressful time for the staff, but they are encouraged by your many messages of appreciation 

and gratitude.  The governors thank you as well as one of our duties is to have oversight of the safety 

and well-being of all in the school and your ‘thank you’ messages go a long way in raising their spirits.  

However well the school (or any school) manages the situation inevitably there will be gaps in 

children’s progress that will only be filled once schools are fully open again and all the children are 
back in the classroom.  The staff look forward to that day because it is only when children are back 

will they be able to help them meet the aspirations we all have for them.  

There is encouraging news on the progress and effectiveness of the vaccine rollout, but it looks as if 

there will be no full return to school before the 8th March 2021. Unlike the first lockdown schools will 

close at half term giving the staff and you, parents and carers, time to catch breath before returning 

with, hopefully, firm news on a schedule for the reopening of schools.    

From all the governors, take care and keep safe. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Clive Norris (Chair of Governors) 

 

 


