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Friday 26th February 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Re-opening of school from Monday 8th March 2021 

Firstly, thank you for your support during these challenging times. All of the staff are really looking 

forward to school re-opening to all pupils and that over the coming weeks beginning the process of 

returning to normal. This is particularly important for the children in Yr3, as they have not experienced 

the things we usually offer all our children – visits, activities, residentials, and sport’s fixtures and so 

on. I will write to you soon about the school’s Covid-19 educational recovery plan soon. 

You will all be familiar with the previous operational details that were sent home for the start of the 

academic year and operated during the autumn term. Much of that information remains unchanged. 

We have to be extra cautious so that we minimise the risk of infection for the remainder of the spring 

term. I hope that by the beginning of the summer term, the Government’s plans mean that we can 
start to ease our current operational details and that by July 2021, we are operating normally. 

Children in Class EW will receive a separate letter from Mrs Waldron. 

Changes and reminders: 

The school day will start at 8.30am for all pupils. The double gates on Sandy Lane will be the entrance 

to the school for all mainstream children. No parents or carers will be allowed on site in the morning. 

The car park will remain closed and the gates locked. This means pedestrians are safe for leaving 

children at the gates and for pick-ups. I hope that most of the older children can walk to school by 

themselves and so reduce the number of adults using the car park. I have been informed that Graham, 

our lovely lollipop man, will not be returning to his post until the summer term; all will need to take 

extra care crossing the road. There will be additional staff at the gates for the first few days. If children 

require more assistance, please let the school office know so that alternative arrangements can be 

made. 

Children will remain in their year group bubbles. Desks will continue to face forwards and windows 

and doors will be opened to increase ventilation whenever possible. Children should not bring ruck 

sacks into school; just coats, lunchboxes and a book bag as per last term. PE kits are needed and should 

be brought into school on Mondays and taken home for washing on Fridays. The cleaning and 

sanitising regime will continue. I encourage older children to bring their own small container of 

sanitiser into school. 

Lunchtime arrangements will be the same as in the autumn term. Please make every effort to pay 

online using Scopay.   

At the end of the day: 

Only one adult please to collect children. All adults need to wear a face covering when on the school 

site – this includes the car park. Yr5 and Yr6 children should be met in the car park so avoiding the 

need to come on site. Yr5 will leave their classrooms at 3.10pm. Please meet and disperse as quickly 

as possible. Yr6 children will leave their classrooms at 3.25pm. 
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Adults collecting children from Yr3 need to be on the large playground by 3.10pm. Your area is 

sectioned off and is near the adventure playground. Please ensure younger children do not play on 

the equipment. After meeting your child, exit via the Pinewood gate – it’s a one-way system. Adults 

collecting Yr4 children must not enter the school before 3.15pm and then wait in the sectioned part 

of the large playground near the HAGS equipment – top of the playground next to the field. Your 

children will be delivered to you shortly after 3.25pm. Exit via the Pinewood gate please. 

The arrangements for collecting other children (from different year groups) remains the same. 

We are prepared for children returning to school and appreciate that some may be very apprehensive. 

The pastoral care of children is, and always will be, a very important part of Guillemont. There will be 

changes to the curriculum so that we can get children learning and exercising together again. I will 

write to you again soon to explain the plans. The school made a good start to the ‘catch-up’ 
programme before Christmas and I know all the staff are committed to doing their very best for your 

children. There will be an opportunity to talk to teachers again during the summer term for an update 

on progress. 

Yr6 children will not be taking the KS2 national tests but we will be working hard to ensure children 

are ready for secondary school. 

I intend writing to you again next week regarding the re-opening, or otherwise, of the BASC. It is 

important that if you have received an email from Mel (BASC Manager) that you respond asap. The 

intention will be to continue operating the year group bubbles. If you need BASC childcare, please 

email basc.man@guillemont-jun.hants.sch.uk. 

There will need to be staffing changes in Yr4 and Yr5 and to our ELSA provision due to staff that have 

been told to continue shielding. I will write to you next week when I have finalised the arrangements. 

Please contact the school if you have any queries/questions. It remains important that we all look 

after each other so that we stay safe and follow the operational guidance tightly for the next few 

weeks. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Denis Foster (Headteacher) 
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